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Matthew 6:26-29a (NLT)

“Look at the birds. They don’t plant or harvest or store food in barns, for
your heavenly Father feeds them. And aren’t you far more valuable to
him than they are? Can all your worries add a single moment to your
life? And why worry about your clothing? Look at the lilies of the field
and how they grow. They don’t work or make their clothing, yet Solomon
in all his glory was not dressed as beautifully as they are. And if God
cares so wonderfully for wildflowers that are here today and thrown into
the fire tomorrow, he will certainly care for you.”

Romans 15:4 (NIV)

For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so
that through the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the
encouragement they provide we might have hope.

Knowing God’s Word gives me hope because it reminds me that:

I God doesn’t lose track of me, even when ’'min a
wasteland. — Moses

e My response — Don’t try to escape the wasteland.
The wasteland isn’t a punishment; it’s a training ground.

The wasteland isn’t about what you’re doing; it’s about who you’re
becoming.

E God isn’t impressed by my power, wealth, or success. —
David

e My response — Listen to and obey God’s word and God’s
people, especially when things are good.

3 God gives wisdom, even in the most complicated times.
— Daniel

e My response — Embrace the challenge of complexity.

"I God’s plan for me doesn’t depend on the family | come
from. — Josiah

e My response — Blaze a new trail.
5 My life is part of a story that is far bigger than me. — Esther

e My response — Trust God’s direction, even when | can’t see the
whole picture.

Psalm 90:1-17 (TPT)

Lord, you have always been our eternal home, our hiding place from
generation to generation. Long before you gave birth to the earth and
before the mountains were born, you have been from everlasting to
everlasting, the one and only true God... One thousand years pass
before your eyes like yesterday that quickly faded away, like a night’s
sleep soon forgotten. One day we will each be swept away into the
sleep of death. We glide along through the tides of time—so quickly
gone, like a dream that fades at dawn... Help us to remember that our
days are numbered, and help us to interpret our lives correctly. Set your
wisdom deeply in our hearts so that we may accept your correction.
Only you can satisfy our hearts, filling us with songs of joy to the end of
our days. We've been overwhelmed with grief; come now and
overwhelm us with gladness. Replace our years of trouble with decades
of delight. Let us see your miracles again, and let the rising generation
see the glorious wonders you’re famous for. O Lord our God, let your
sweet beauty rest upon us and give us favor. Come work with us, and
then our works will endure, and give us success in all we do.
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